
April 26, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on April 

26, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny Turner 

presiding. Council Members present included:  Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene Teague, 

Mark Stroud and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included: City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance 

Director Linda Conover, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Public Works Director Jeff 

Joyce, Senior Services Coordinator Betsy Pace, IT Director Esther Artis, Fire Chief Ted 

Anderson, Telecommunications Director Mike Scaffidi, Sheriff Steve Draper, Deputy Fire 

Marshall Andy Powers, and Police Chief Sean Dunn.   

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council 

Member Stroud, with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Council Member Hodge, aye; Vice Mayor 

Bowles, aye; Council Member Stroud, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; and Mayor Turner, 

aye.  Council convened in Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the following matters: 

(A) Appointments to boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection1. and (B) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of 

Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business 

matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and 

(2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were 

heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  On a motion by Hodge, seconded by 

Bowles, with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council 

Member Stroud, aye; Mayor Turner, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, 

aye; Council Member Hodge, aye.  

Stroud made a motion to recommend to Judge Carter Greer that Richard Howell be 

appointed to the Board of Zoning Appeals for an unexpired term ending September 22, 2019.   

Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Teague made a motion to appoint Ashby Pritchett, Elizabeth Moore, Walt Shaw and 

Mary Brown to the Architectural Review Board for a term ending March 31, 2018.   Bowles 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Following the invocation by Council Member Stroud and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing Friday, April 29, 2016 as National 

Arbor Day – Vice Mayor Bowles read the proclamation and presented it to Wayne Knox.  Mr. 

Knox accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Tree Board of the City of Martinsville.   
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Presentation of proclamation regarding National Correctional Officers and Employees 

week – Council Member Stroud read the proclamation and presented it to Sheriff Steve Draper.  

Sheriff Draper thanked Council Members and invited them to the dinners on May 3 and 4, 

2016 being held for those officers and employees. 
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Consider approval of minutes of the April 12, 2016 Council Meeting - on a motion by 

Bowles, seconded by Stroud, with a 5-0 Council vote in favor to approve, the minutes were 

approved as presented.   

Conduct a public hearing on FY17 Budget and consider approval of FY17 Budget 

Ordinance on first reading -  City Manager Towarnicki highlighted the proposed budget and 

the steps to prepare that, budget cuts for various departments, funding for the Senior Center, 

School funding, Dental Clinic funding, Fire Department funding, Meals tax, etc.  Stroud stated 

that he voted in error at the previous work session.  Stroud made a motion to revisit the 

funding cut for the EDC, Teague seconded the motion.  Hodge stated that the per capita is the 

funding level she felt the City should be paying all along and that they should not give up a 

seat.  Turner said the Council should have some opinion of who would take that seat.  Bowles 

understands the concerns and feels that losing the seats does not change the voting power.  

Turner says that it is unfortunate that an African American woman is on the board and that 

would be the seat that is eliminated.  Council Members voted to reconsider funding the EDC at 

$100,000 and to give up one EDC seat: Stroud, aye; Bowles, aye; Teague, aye; Turner, nay; 

and Hodge, nay. 

Mayor Turner opened the floor to public comments. 
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Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street – stated he does not agree with budget decisions and 

that some of the departments being cut are the most important to the community.  He 

thanked Hodge for her support of the Senior Center.  He does not agree with EDC funding 

decision.   

Mary Ann Ferris, 931 Myrtle Rd – said thank you for not eliminating Senior Services 

and she uses the programs and the transportation. She asked what would happen after this 

year and if the services would still be available.  Hodge said her hope is to partner with other 

agencies over the next year so there can be a transition and services will not be lost.  Bowles 

asked the City Manager to explore options using the PART bus to aid in senior transportation.  

Dr. Craig Deitrich, 1227 Lanier Road and member of school board – stated that the 

reduction of the school board budget is a painful cut.   

Teresa Fontaine, Director of Southern Area Agency on Aging – thanked Council for the 

restoration of the Senior Center and shared additional information on the senior population.   

Joe Martin, 617 E. Church Street – asked how much funding is going towards the 

Senior Center.  Towarnicki said it would be around $200,000.  Martin referred to his idea from 

the previous year to save money that could be returned to the school board. 

Gloria Hylton, 402 Second Street – she stated that she is glad the Senior Center funding 

was restored.  She expressed concern of the reduction of the Police and Fire Departments and 

felt that the meals tax should be reconsidered to provide funding where needed. 

Mayor Turner closed the public hearing.  City Attorney Monday explained that Council 

Member Stroud and Vice Mayor Bowles had signed a disclosure and both could objectively 

participate in budget discussions and vote.  Teague made a motion to adopt the budget as 

amended on first reading.  Bowles seconded the motion.  Stroud asked about the loan to 

repair the sewer line and the requirement to have the ability to raise the revenue to repay that 

loan and if the water/sewer rate increase is adjustable.  Towarnicki explained it includes a 

revenue bond so the revenue from water and sewer serves as a guarantee of repayment.  There 

must be sufficient revenue to satisfy conditions of the loan. Stroud mentioned that a sludge 

press would decrease the cost of sludge disposal at the landfill.  Teague thanked those 

departments who had budget cuts including the school board, fire, police and sheriff 

departments and the seven individuals who will no longer have a position with the City.  He 

emphasized that the budget is painful but the City is not broke.  Teague thanked City 

Manager Towarnicki and Linda Conover in Finance for their hours invested.  Roll Call vote: 

Bowles, aye; Turner, aye; Stroud, aye; Hodge, aye; Teague, aye. 
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Hear overview of April 25, 2016 Southside area Neighborhood tour and meeting – City 

Manager Towarnicki summarized the Southside Neighborhood meeting, detailing locations 

visited.  The meeting at Fuller Memorial Church included an update from the Property 

Maintenance department and touched on concerns related to speeding, stop signs and 

stoplights, questions on meter replacement, all-terrain vehicle comments, and guardrail 

removal concern.  There were concerns brought up about laser beams and flying drones.  

Comments were made about possible dumping locations and lack of youth activities.  

Visitmartinsville.com forwarded a list of activities for youth.  Towarnicki also described several 

camps that are being held for youth in the area through the school system.  He also mentioned 

church and the sports complex activities that are available.  Teague suggested getting the 

RADAR bus involved to see if the bus could alter the route to accommodate citizens wanting to 

attend some activities.   

Conduct a public hearing required under the exemption ordinance enacted in January 

2007 for an organization requesting local tax exemption and consider granting the requested 

exemption – Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley summarized the exemption request that is 

done once a year.  There was only one organization that requested the exemption.  A 

committee was formed and met, providing a report and recommendation not to provide 

exemption of this organization.  Hodge shared her reasoning why it would be a disservice to 
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reject this exemption.  James Hagwood, representative of the Community Development 

Corporation of Martinsville-Henry County, Inc. described how the organization does not make 

profit and their plans for the properties they currently own.  Teague says he supports the 

organization, but not necessarily the tax exemption.  Wayne Knox said the two properties were 

purchased through a grant and form contributions from board members.  His opinion is this 

CDC has the opportunity to grow and be beneficial to the City and the Westend.  The best way 

to support the mission of the organization is through contributions.  Hodge asked if Council 

could consider the exemption with specific thresholds.  Monday explained that that Council 

would not have that authority but they may possibly include an annual “sunset” provision in 

the ordinance.  Easley explained that by including provisions they are dictating how the 

organization is run and the purpose of the ordinance is so Council would not go through this 

consideration each year. Hodge made a motion to grant the exemption, Bowles requested 

additional time to consider the request.  Teague asked if Council would consider adding this 

organization to the budget as a funded outside agency rather than approving the tax 

exemption ordinance.  Monday said that decision would need to be made at the next meeting 

since the budget was already approved on first reading.  Mayor Turner opened the public 

hearing with no one approaching the podium.  Council requested this request be tabled until 

the next meeting 
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Consider approval of consent agenda - A motion was made by Bowles and seconded by 

Hodge to approve the consent agenda as presented, all Council Members voted in favor. 
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Comments by members of City Council – Stroud said he is grateful that a local child 

missing the night before was found safely.  Hodge said that she is glad that Council was able 

to pass budget in majority agreement.  Bowles wished her grandfather a happy birthday.  She 

explained National College signing day and said she would be celebrating at Martinsville High 

School on Wednesday April 26, 2016 with an increase in students who will be enrolling.  She 

stated that 72% of MHS seniors had applied to colleges.  Turner stated he was not happy with 

the EDC decision. 

Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki stated the budget was not an easy decision 

and he thanked Ms. Conover, Mr. Knox and other department heads for their cooperation.  

This budget was challenging and they will begin working on FY18 budget within a month of 

finalizing FY17.  Looking ahead, the next year budget will be another challenge. 

City Attorney Monday said that Carlisle school ranked high again on the Business 

Insider school surveys.   

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Ural Harris, 217 Stewart St – stated that he 

finds the budget disturbing because Council cut some of the most important departments.  He 

expressed concerns about the City Electric portfolio and would like Council to find a way out 

of the electric deal.  Ms. Hylton, stated in February Council recognized African American 

Council Members.  She asked if the church could display the plaque in Mr. Hobson’s honor.  
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She asked if additional money is found in the budget that it be reinstated to the Police 

department.  Turner asked City Manager if Mr. Hobson’s picture could be copied and provided 

to the church.  Joe Martin, 617 E. Church St said he supports Teague’s opinions on the CDC 

support and the Westend does need special attention through this organization.   

There being no further business, a motion was made by Teague to adjourn the meeting, 

seconded by Hodge with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 

9:35pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor  

  

 


